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In Elizabethan Era English Renaissance Theatre 
occurred between 1567 – 1642.

The first permanent theatres were opened in London.

RENAISSANCE - THEATRE

The playwrights were usually the actors too.

The population of London was growing, 
going to the public playhouses was popular.

The rising Puritan movement was hostile toward theatre, 
the entertainment was sinful for them.

The Puritans ordered to close the theatres in London in 1642.



RENAISSANCE - THEATRE
The first Globe Theatre was opened in London in 1599.
William Shakespeare wrote his plays for this theatre.

Shakespeare s Globe 
(1997)

Reconstruction 
of the original theatre

in London



An English poet and playwright.

He wrote about 38 plays, 154 sonnets 
and 2 poems.

William Shakespeare (1564-1616)

He began a successful career in London 
as an actor, writer and a part owner 

of a playing company.

His early plays were mainly comedies 
and historical plays.

His masterpieces are his tragedies.



RENAISSANCE - THEATRE
Elizabethan Theatre – a typical circular open-roof house.

The Swan Theatre in London (1596)

The audience (about 3,000 people) 
had to stand looking up the actors.

People were talking 
and interrupting the actors 

during the performance.   

The plays were performed in the 
afternoon, during the performance 

the flag was flying.



REVIEW – answer the questions:

During the reign of queen Elizabeth I, in the 
second half of the 16th century.

A circular open-roof house.
The plays were performed in the afternoon.

People were talking and interrupting the actors.

When did the theatre become popular in London?

What were the theatres like? Can you describe them?

What were the names of the two popular permanent 
theatres in London?

The Globe Theatre and the Swan Theatre.
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