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 It was a formal explanation of why Congress had voted 
on July 2 to declare independence from Great Britain.

 The national birthday, the Independence Day is 
celebrated on July 4.

 It was adopted by the Continental Congress on July 4, 
1776 in Philadelphia.

 It was a statement written by a lawyer Thomas Jefferson 
and signed by 56 representatives of 13 colonies.

…that all the men are created equal… with certain 
rights
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Thomas 
Jefferson,

the principal 
author of the 
Declaration

The Second Continental 
Congress in Philadelphia
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Who wrote it?

What was the main idea of the declaration?

When is the Day of Independence celebrated?

Where and when was it adopted?
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